SHORT COMMUNICATIONS: BULL. BOT. SURV. INDIA VOL- 20 (1-4), 1978 


167 



trict, Bombay Presidency by R. M. Bhide 
on 1710.1911, specimen of which is in Kew 
Herbarium” This specimen also bears an 
undated annotation by Gage as Euphorbia 
Jifyi bnata Hcync and was confirmed as such 
by T. S. Gamble, in 192 *. Gamble, as was 
usual with him, pasted floral parts and their 
sketches on the sheet. 

We intend to supplement the description 
of the species by illustrations depicting the 
habit and details of floral parts (Figs. 1-9; 
figs. 4-9 are after Gamble in Schedula-Barber 
7027). 

G. Panigrahi and R. L. Mitra 
Botanical Survey of India, Howrah 
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Panigrahi, G. Notes on a species of Euphorbia (Euphor- 
biaceae) from the Indian Region. Kew Bull . 30 
531-532. 1975. 


Euphorbia laciniata 

Figs. 1-9: 1. Habit. 2. A leafy branch. 3. A leaf 
(ventral surface). 4. A cyathium. 5. A gland with 
plamately-laciniate, glabrous limb. 6. A naked, monan- 
drous, pedicellate, staminate flower with an androphore 
of another flower. 7. Bracteoles with connate base. 8. 
Cocci (entire and in l.s.). 9. A seed-tetragonal with 
horizontally furrowed surface. 
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A NOTE ON THE CYPEKUS ivi/iur. rc/mr/i i aim us wilaaj. ijn iinuia. 
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i^ern (1974) nas comments «-**<*- -- 

m o rl/Arl § c cnu/irrQSUS Linn, in the 

Linnean herbarium is actually composed of 
two species, one of them represented by a 
tuft of complete plants referable to C. squar- 
rosus Linn., the other only by a single in¬ 
florescence belonging to C. maderaspatanus 
Willd. According to C. B. Clarke (1893) 
C. squarrosus Linn, has an extensive distri¬ 
bution throughout India whereas C. mader¬ 
aspatanus Willd. is reportedly confined to 
Bengal and Peninsular India. Though 


Flfirkpi" rpcnf/lc lottpr onpripe f>-nm Tamil 

J. VVW* W.U 1.41V IMbWVi A-4. vyxi.i 2. I41U1A 

Nadu, Kerala and S. Kanara District in 
Karnataka State a reference to the various 
herbaria reveals that C. maderaspatanus 
Willd. is indeed rare, often confused with 
another closely allied species C. castaneus 
Willd. The three species could be readily 
differentiated as follows: 


1. Glumes erecto-patent, straw 
coloured, never chestnut brown 
or ferruginous ... C. maderaspatanus 

1. Glumes recurved, chestnut 
brown or ferruginous : 
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2. Glumes chestnut brown 
sides not nerved, awn, one- 
third the length of glume ... C. castaruus 

2. Glumes ferruginous to fus¬ 
cous, sides 7-9 nerved, awns 
equalling the length of the 
glume ... C. squarrosus 


A critical study of the species reveals that 

..1-;_1 n ___TiniiJ 

Lucre is iiu xcwiu ui ■riutvm-ruz-jsuwnud vv mu.. 


having been collected from Maharashtra, 
Goa or even S. Kanara. During the bota¬ 
nical explorations the above species has been 
collected from Ratangarh (Ahmednagar Dis¬ 
trict) and specimens deposited at BSI. 

Specimens examined : Maharashtra : 
Ratangarh (Ahmednagar District), B. M- 
Wadhwa 127986. Goa: Butpal, R. S. Ragha- 
van 103459 (BSI). Tamil Nadu: Tinevelly 


District. Courtallum near Oodatham, K. 

Subratnanyam 38474 (MH). Chinglepet Dis¬ 
trict, Nungambakkam, s. n. (MH). 
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NOTES ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF ELATOSTEMA CUNEATUM WT. 

(URTICACEAE) 


Our knowledge on the distribution of 
some of the small ephemeral herbs is quite 
incomplete. One of the reasons for this is 
that many plant collectors do not visit the 
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ly, are unable to collect many seasonal 
herbs. The small size of these herbs may 
be another contributing factor to their ap¬ 
parent rarity in collections, thereby provid¬ 
ing incomplete distribution data. One such 
example is that of Elatostema cuneatum 


Wt. 

E. cuneatum is a small, iheottspicuous, 
herb growing only during the rainy season, 
in moist shaded situations, on old walls and 
on rocky soil. Its known distribution is 
from Himalayas in Kumaon »and Sikkim, 
and from the coastal Ghat regions of penin¬ 
sular India from Gujarat to north Canara 
and Nilgiris in the west and from Andhra 
Pradesh in the east and, lastly, from the 
Ganeetic nlains from Mirzapur and Calcutta. 

O 1 * 

On a bo anical trip in northeast Madhya 


Pradesh in August 1968, the author collected 
this herb in ravines adjacent to Chachai 
falls, at ca. 350 m altitude, in Rewa district 
(Sengupta 12980) (BSA). Another collection 

frnm a^iarpnt R* nrlo flictrirt in TTm-qi* Dra. 

XX Uili MViJUVVJi 1 A/UiXViU UXUiiiWI, All ^ LVU1 A X XX 

desh, made by Mrs. A. S. Bell in August 
1901 (Bell 727) (CAL), was located while 
examining the collections in the Central 
National Herbarium. This extends the dis¬ 
tribution of the herb into Madhya Pradesh 
in the Bundelkhand region of the Central 


Indian highlands. 

It is quite likely that explorations con¬ 
ducted during the monsoon period will 
throw more light on the extent of distribu¬ 
tion of E. cuneatum in Central India and 
elsewhere. 
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